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SECURITY INFORMATION 


23 October 1952 


AffiJCftWmjM FOR* | 

Psychological Strategy Board 

SUBJECT j PSB D»24, dated 14 October 195® 


Herewith are rora* of the commats with respect to subject papers 

1. Eliminate fror. the title, ,r with special reference to 
conflicts in the Politburo," slue© this is antedated by recent 
developseatc of the Congress in Moscow and, la addition, tends 
to xzsafc© the paper too confining, 

. 2 ‘ P 11 ® to exploiting 

potential or existing conflicts in tho Presidium but should be 
expanled to include conflicts within other power groups in the 
Soviet Union and in the Soviet Orbit. There should be sores ,;eiv- 
«ral statement In the paper to highlight this factor. 

3. A broad variety of indirect actions aunt b© organised with 
the idea of creating situations capable of inducing divisive 
tensions at the top. Unless va ©an select our targets within areas 
that U, S. overt and covert capabilities can attain and effect, the 
aastire plan will ho nothing ajar© than a plow declaration of intent, 
primry targets, therefore, will, have to be sought for at a 
ffitwh lower level | i*e. # tho power lovers — the Party, soas bureau 
of goverranoni (MB), the military forces, and possibly, among the 
ethnic minority elenaate «r the bresh-avsy of a satellite entity. 
Although it is a desirable objective to exploit or foment tensions 
within the Presidium prior to- and sufcceqwnt to Stalin 1 ® death 
demise, it will have to come about as a result of creating situa- 
tions which impel some fena of counter action. Therein tho con- 
ditions developed will lead to the strains in the hierarchy with 
respect to the approach or counters to bo followed as the result 
of that specific Issue’s coxing to a head. 

4. Tho following 
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4. feo following factors ought to bo taken Into consideration 
in the paper* 

a. Iffeot of the latest developments of the 19th Party 
Congress on the course of action outlined in ‘fee subject 
paper. Specifically, the following points should be con- 
sidered* 

(1) Si.liaimtion of the Politburo and its replacement 
fey fee Presidim. 

(2) Stalin’s role in the now party and state- struc- 
tures. 

(3) Aty indication feat fee changes brought about by 
the 19th Party Congress have created mohineiy aeoesaeucy 
t&e fee gradual and orderly transition of power fraaa Stalin 
to fee new group or individual, 

(4) Jfeler&ov’a role in fee mm power eoapisjc. 

b, Ibcardnatlon of fee other conflict." within, the Soviet 
ataruoture* 

(1) lb# Military versus fee political apparatus. 

(2) Security apparatus versus the Military and the 
Political, 

®* Although Stalin’s eventual death can be regarded as a 
certainty, strains between, fee individuals and groups oonneotod 
Wife the treble®* of suecocricn should not ba placed in the sane 
category , Me have no evidence that fee existing n strains” 
between fee individuals and groups arc of ouoh mgnltude that 
they will atiljslmte autoaatimlly in fee internal conflict or 
load to fee inter-party struggle, I foroover, we should not 
aasugse feet despite fee existing rivalries, jealousies, etc., 
fee re aay not be an orderly transition of power which would 
assure at least a short- period of order and, tranquility until 
fe© existing or create frictions would have sufficient time 
to fertilise, ¥@ jaust certainly &c;oum feat Stalin is fully 
»w»» of this instability and probably has devoted considerable 
time to mfeing sure that hie acoortplishmat will not be under* 
®ined by Internal dissension, la ruch a care, it would be a»ro 

profitable for 
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profitable for us to advance our attack on two separate but 
related frosts, Qm attack directed to develop sew and Inteiw 
slfjr old personal frictions among the top leadership* and 
another coordinated attack directed to place the military ■ in 
opposition to the political apparatus. 

It is the eonaensus that tho paper as presently drawn assuKget-Imt 
the tensions and conflicts in the ruling clique exist, Ve must, ins toad, 
create conditions which will de/olop these tensions and conflicts. In 
ehmft, the target selection needs to be broader and, at the same tiro, 
defined (to© para-mph % above), 

■ This effect would.be to take action against the base of the pp«Md, 
which is approachable, and weak p^ogrcssivaly toward the sunsii# 

These are infcoml staff easwrats submitted with a 'View towards 
placing the paper in a mm acceptable light and would be refloated 
in our briefing notes for the Director of Central Intelligence, If 
the paper stays in It® present context* tro would hope that It serrve only 
as a teams of ref ©rone® for attacking this problem and would nett ba 
binding on the type of planning whioh would evolve* i.o., accenting 
the top structure of Urn ragiao as the principal target. 
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